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Dear LVMTA Members: 
 

It’s already October, it finally feels like autumn, and our first LVMTA event came off as a 
huge success!  Thank you to Laurie Swain and those who helped her make this Ensemble 
Festival the biggest we have had yet (despite holding the previous festival just last May).  At 
one recital there were over 170 people who attended – and there were two other recitals as 
well!  I hope that your students were as motivated as mine were by the fabulous perform-
ances and the joy that comes with playing with others.  They are already planning what 
great things they will play next year.  If you’re considering entering your students next year, 
start preparing them now.  It is an amazing social and musical experience. 
 

As I’ve been contemplating what to say in this message, I’ve been thinking about the 
changes that are constantly happening in our very dynamic organization.  We are growing, 
both in numbers of teachers and in numbers of student participants.  As we grow, it is nec-
essary to be flexible and change.  So many of our events and traditions have worked so 
well in the past but need to be updated to fit the scale of our growing numbers.   I realize 
that change can be difficult, but please be patient and understand that everyone working 
behind the scenes is donating countless hours to help all of us and our students grow musi-
cally and enjoy the process of that growth. 
 

You can help.  Please read all information very carefully.  You are responsible for keeping 
up with all rules and any changes that may occur in an event.  With your increased attention 
to details, all of our events will run more smoothly with less effort on the part of the organ-
izer and be a better experience for everyone involved.  Also, recognize that because of our 
growing numbers, we are often not able to be as flexible as we were in the past.  When en-
tering your students in events, please make sure they understand that they need to be 
available when assigned, and remember that by entering your students, you are committing 
to volunteer to help run the event! 
 

Thank you again to all of you who work so tirelessly to make LVMTA the vibrant association 
that it is.  Let’s all plan to get a little more involved! 
 

Sincerely, 

Heidi ElHalta, President 
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Mark your Calendars! 
The date for the  

Play-a-thon East  
has changed to: 

December 15 th from approx. 10:00 am – 2:00 pm. 

Contact Megan Dougherty (862-0546 or megjaydougherty@gmail.com) 
to schedule your student performances. 

(See pgs. 49-50 of the directory for more information.) 
 

Play-a-thon West is still on December 8-9 at FAO Schwarz. 

Contact Debbie Cluff (521-6764 or debell4444@cox.net).�

General Meeting:  
Junior Festival Music Preview 

 

Come join us on  

Friday, October 19 th 

at 10:00 am 
 to preview the new Junior Festival Piano Solo music for 2008-2010! 

 

Bonnie’s Music Shoppe 

4880 E. Bonanza Rd. #4 

Las Vegas, NV 89110 

(702) 202-0777 
(north side of Bonanza, just west of Nellis – next door to Deseret Book) 
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The Piano Technicians Guild (PTG) is dedicated 
to providing continuing education for piano techni-
cians. Their commitment to continuing education 
also includes the credentialed professional piano 
teaching community. MTNA is pleased to an-
nounce the creation of two new PTG-sponsored 
scholarships available to MTNA certified mem-
bers. 

 

Any piano teacher who has earned MTNA Profes-
sional Certification and uses a Registered Piano 
Technician (RPT) can apply for one of two $750 
scholarships from the Piano Technicians Guild. 
One of these annual scholarships is to be used 
specifically for Recreational Music Making (RMM) 
training, as presented by MTNA, and the other for 
furthering one’s teaching skills through continued 
education and/or performance study.  

 

For more information about becoming 
certified or the PTG Scholarships visit 
www.mtnacertification.org  
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October 20, 2007 
Family Music Center 

West 
12:30-5:30 p.m.  
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In period from 2nd through 5th of September of 2007.  3rd Bosnia Inter-
national Music Festival (BIMF) took place in Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina. 
Same as previous years, Festival offered to students of Sarajevo Music Academy 
the opportunity to professionally collaborate with festival’s artists from USA 
within master classes.  

This year BIMF presented Colorado String Quartet, Mykola Suk, Yev-
geny Xaviereff and Vedran Tuce. Due to delayed visa request from Horowitz 
Competition, concert of Artem Yasunskyi had to be cancelled.  

Colorado String Quartet is recognized on four continents as one of the 
finest string quartets on the international scene. Winners of both, the Banff Inter-
national String Quartet Competition and the Naumburg Chamber Music Award, 
their performances are noted for their musical integrity, impassioned playing and 
lyrical finesse. Highlights of past years include tours of more than twenty coun-
tries and performances in major cities across the globe. They performed within 
2nd BIMF as well. This year they performed two concerts, first with pianist 
Mykola Suk, and second solo quartet concerts. Colorado String Quartet members 
are: Julie Rosenfeld – violin I, D. Lydia Redding – violin II, Marka Gustavsson – 
viola, and Diane Chaplin – cello.Mykola Suk also had two concerts, one with 
Colorado String Quartet and the other one with cellist Yevgeny Xavieroff and 
clarinetist Vedran Tuce. Mykola Suk is currently Assistant Piano Professor and 
Head of Piano Department at UNLV. Born in Kiev, Ukraine, in a family of musi-
cians, he studied at the Kiev Special Music School and Moscow Conservatory 
with Lev Vlasenko. In 1971 he received First Prize and Gold Medal at Interna-
tional Liszt-Bartok Competition in Budapest. Mr Suk has formerly been on facul-
ties of the Kiev Special Music School, Moscow Conservatory, New England 
Conservatory in Boston and Columbia University. �

Yevgeny Xaviereff, cellist, was born in Tbilisi, Georgia. He graduated 
and got his master degree at Moscow Conservatory. After graduation he lived in 
Belorussia, where he taught cello and was Head of String Department of Music 
Academy in Belorussia, as well as worked as soloist at Belorussia Philharmonie. 
Since 1997. he lives and works in Sarajevo, where he is Cello Profesor at Sara-
jevo Music Academy. He concretized in numerous European countries, as well as 
Middle East. Mr Xaviereff recorded many recordings in Russia, Belorussia, Great 
Britain, Germany�� France, Croatia and Bosnia and Herzegovina. Continuously he 
leads master classes throughout Europe and Middle East, and very often he is, as 
well, a jury member of international competitions. �

Vedran Tuce graduated at Sarajevo Music Academy�� where he got his 
first master degree studying with prof Radana. Second master degree for clarinet 
and bass clarinet he got from Music Academy in Bern studying with prof Ernesto 
Molinari. Mr Tuce performed with acclaimed clarinet players such as Wolfgang 
Meyer and Ernesto Molinari, and concertized in Bosnia and Herzegovina, as well 
as Switzerland, Austria, Romania, Sweden, USA, Croatia, Slovenia, Macedonia, 
Serbia, and Montenegro. Currently he works at Sarajevo Music Academy and he 
is original member for New Music Ensemble Sonemus, whom he did many 
contemporary music concerts with.  
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From the State President: 

At this year’s leadership summit, Executive Director 
Gary Ingle shared information about the their efforts to 
provide insurance coverage for members as a key bene-
fit of membership.  With the vast majority of the mem-
bership having a self-employed status, I know that this 
topic is very important to many of us.  Dr. Ingle recently 
announced that MTNA has been accepted for member-
ship in the Trust for Insuring Educators (TIE), an organi-
zation specializing in providing insurance coverage to 
entities like MTNA.  Stay tuned for upcoming information 
from MTNA’s national office about this, which will also 
be publicized through the state and local chapter leader-
ship.   
 

Our State Convention is just around the corner.  It takes 
place in Reno at UNR, November 2nd and 3rd.  This 
year we are moving some of our typical Sunday activi-
ties to Saturday in order to allow folks to attend the 
World Piano Pedagogy Conference in Las Vegas No-
vember 4th.    We are showcasing some major talent in 
our own state this year, including Elena Miraztchiyska, 
Nevada’s own Young Artist Piano winner of the 2007 
National MTNA Competition and violinist Stephanie 
Sant’Ambrogio, who just joined UNR’s faculty this year.  
We will also have the world premier of a piano work writ-
ten by our 2007-2008   Commissioned Composer, Dr. 
Jorge Grossmann.  I strongly encourage everyone to 
attend.  The experience will be inspiring and energizing. 

—Pierce Emata �

NMTA Convention Schedule At-a-Glance 
 

Friday, November 2  

6:30-7:30  Clinician Keynote Speaker: Christine Barden and 
Nancy Bacchus 

8:00-9:00 Opening Concert:   Elena Miratchiyska, piano; 
Stephanie Sant’Ambrogio violin and NMTA Commissioned 
Composer World Premiere 
 

Saturday, November 3 

8:30-4:00 MTNA Competitions 

8:30-9:30 IMTF Forum 

8:30-11:00 Seminars, Nancy Bacchus 

11:30-1:00 General Membership Meeting and Lunch 

1:15-3:30 Seminars, Christine Barden 

4:15-5:15 Master Class Piano and String Winners 

7:30-8:30 MTNA Winners Recital 

NMTA Convention Registration Form 
�
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Saturday November 3rd  

at 2:00 p.m.  

The Blind Center of Nevada  

1001 S. Bruce Street�
��

All music teachers from our local organization are invited to attend this event held to thank all music Pro-
gram donors. We especially want to thank all teachers and students who supported the program with the 
Play-a-thon since 2004. If you are a student involved in any Play-a-thons since 2004, you are invited as 
well. 
 

The Tenor group, T4U will kick off the concert followed by the Blind Center students which includes music 
on clarinet, harp, piano, guitar and choir. We’ve also added a new teacher, Ryan Rhodes, who is teaching a  
piano tuning course once a week for the  clients at the Blind Center���� � � � �
� �

� �

 

This concert will also feature an open-house of our new music room. This state of the art facility would never 
been built in the renovation if the Music Teachers had not supported the Music Program!  

 

Please come to this unique performance! 
Lisa Fiorenza, Blind Center Music Program Director. 
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Harmony Dental 

Elizabeth A. Reiter, DDS 

1825 Village Center Circle 

Suite 150, L V, NV  89134 

702-562-2400 

We are located in the Summerlin area of Las Ve-
gas in the Hills Center North Business Park.  
Visit us online at ww.lvharmonydental.com. 

Liberace Museum 
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If you would like to run an ad in the 
newsletter: 

 

Contact Hanah Waterman 
Shields at 338-8643 or 
trvltcher@hotmail.com 
�

There are member and non-member fees 
for ads.   

Associate members are provided ad space 
each month. 

 

Ads should be in .jpg, .pdf or Word format. 
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This year's WPPC is dedicated to one of the giants of classical music:  
Leon Fleisher �

We will celebrate with Leon Fleisher as he is graciously approaching his 80th birthday several months 
after the conference.  Leon Fleisher agreed to not only be present in Las Vegas, but also actively 
share his musical knowledge and love for music and musicians with all of us in a number of formats 
and venues. �

Exciting Exhibitors Showcases and Exhibit Hall 
 

Provocative round table discussions, teaching demonstrations, interactive 
presentations  

Come and take advantage of the  

AMAZING FACULTY  
at this conference.   

 

Jane Bastien, developer of the Bastien Piano Method 

Hans Boepple, Chair of Santa Clara University Music Department 

Enrico Elisi, UNLV Music Department and world wide soloist 

Randall Faber, Composer and Clinician of the Faber Piano Method 

Leon Fleisher, first living pianist in the American Classical Hall of Fame 

John Perry, USC Piano Department Chairman 

 

John Perry, Chair of the Piano Department at USC School of Music,  

performs Beethoven Sonatas Opus 109, 110 and 111 



Fantastic student pianists from all around the globe will be coming to attend, participate in and 
learn from the World Piano Pedagogy Conference.  These are college and some high school   
students who have saved their last dime in order to fly to Las Vegas for a wonderful 4 day educa-
tion.  To reduce the cost of their expenses the conference offers them a discount on their ticket for  
working either behind the desk or elsewhere in the conference.   In order to further diminish their 
costs we would like to provide as many of them with host homes as possible.   

That is where you come in!   

Do you have a fabulous guest room?  Do you have empty nest syndrome?  Can you imagine the 
music drifting through your house as these students practice? 

Please consider donating your home for FOUR DAYS to one or more of these students.    

It will change their life and yours FOREVER! 

 

YOU DO NOT HAVE TO TRANSPORT….the most important 
thing is for them to have a place to lay their head. 

Sign Up Form 

 
Name   Address   Number of beds/students  Transport  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please mail to 6397 Spring Meadow Drive Las Vegas, NV  
89103 by October 20th or call 338-8643 or email 

trvltcher@hotmail.com 


