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Dear LVMTA Members, 
 

We hope you have enjoyed your summer break as much as we have, and are ready for 
another exciting year with LVMTA!  I know you are all hard at work, organizing your stu-
dios for the coming season, and the board is hard at work preparing for a wonderful year 
of socials, workshops, and student events with LVMTA. 
 

 We are constantly working to improve and refine our programs.  As such, there are a 
few changes, beginning with the Piano Ensemble Festival moving to September!  We 
hope you’re all planning to participate!  Also, our recitals will change format a little this 
year.  There will be only four LVMTA sponsored recital dates and we hope these will be 
a place where students and teachers from different studios can listen, mingle, and learn 
from each other.  Hidemi Essex, our recital chairperson, will have information to help you 
schedule additional recitals for your private studios, in addition to scheduling and provid-
ing programs for the four LVMTA recitals. And lastly, we need to increase some of our 
fees (see detailed information inside).  We thank you all for supporting and helping us 
implement changes as the organization grows and changes with the expansion of our 
city and membership! 
 

 I hope that all of you will find some time to be more involved with the Las Vegas Music 
Teachers Association this year.  We have many exciting programs and are grateful for 
the many volunteer hours that keep things running smoothly!  If there is an event that 
specifically interests you, please contact me or the chairperson of the event and ask how 
you can help! 
 

 I look forward to seeing all of you at the Opening Social at Bahama Breeze on Friday, 
Sept. 7th! 
�

�Sincerely, 

Heidi ElHalta 
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Don't miss the LVMTA's Piano Ensemble Festival!  The date has been moved to Saturday, September 29th, 2007.  
Pull out some old ensemble pieces and polish them or get started right away on something for the end of Septem-
ber....This event will include all piano ensemble music including the piano ensemble portion of the Nationa l 
Federation's Junior Festival.  This means that your duets, trio, quartets and duos in the Junior Festival Bulletin will 
not be performed in the Spring with the solo repertoire, but on Saturday, September 29th.  The repertoire should be 
chosen from the old (2004-2006) bulletin, but the rating will be for the 2008 year.  This festival will include recitals 
with both junior festival ensemble pieces and many that are not.  Come join us in this event!   

On line registration for this event will start on September 1st and run through September 15th.  Also see 
the enclosed application sheet and guidelines.  If you have further questions, call Laurie Swain, 363-3378.�

Have the following information ready before registe ring online: 

�Name of Teacher __________________________Phone__________e-mail_____________ 

Teacher  Address________________________________City_____________Zip________ 

 

 Time Slot  9 – 11 a.m.         11a.m. – 1 p.m.  1 - 3 p.m.              3 - 5 p.m. 

 Note:  Time slots are not guaranteed as requested. 

 Performance Time Limits : Ages 4 – 9   4 minutes      Ages 10 – 12        6 minutes 

 Adults    12 minutes Ages 13 – 15   8 minutes      Ages 16 – 18      10 minutes 

�

�Ensemble Category  (check one) 

 ____  Duet  (One Piano, Four Hands) 

 ____  Duo  (Two Pianos, Four Hands) 

 ____  Trio  (One Piano, Six Hands  or  Three Pianos, Six Hands) 

 ____  Quartet  (Two Pianos, Eight Hands) 

 ____  Quintet  (Five Pianos, Ten Hands?�

�Ensemble Participants  (Print legibly) 

Student    Age (as of May 19, 2007)  Other teacher (if applicable) 

_________________  ______________  ______________________ 

___________________________ ________________   ______________________ 

____________________________    ________________   ______________________ 

___________________________    ________________   ______________________ 

____________________________    ________________   ______________________ 
�

�JJJJ��#-��@�-�����)�0����������������������������� �������'��-�������:�����(�

�Repertoire:      Title      Composer      Time 

_____________________________________________   ____________________     ______ 

_____________________________________________   ____________________     ______ 

_____________________________________________   ____________________     ______ 

_____________________________________________   ____________________     ______ 

  

 I will help (circle one)   9 – 11 a.m.         11a.m. – 1 p.m.  1 - 3 p.m.              3 - 5 p.m. 
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For Piano Teachers 
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"Organ-izing from 
the Piano" 

 
Dr. Paul Hesselink is open 
to presenting this program 
to one piano studio at a 
time.   

 

He asks that the children 
perform their piano pieces 
on the piano first, then he 
helps them arrange it on the 
pipe organ  -- which gives 
them a whole different    
perspective.   

 

Dr. Hesselink can be      
contacted: 

cell phone: 449-5062;   

e - m a i l :  p a u l s h e s -
selink@peoplepc.com 

WPPC  2007 

Riviera Hotel 

November 4-7 

Decicated to Leon Fleisher 
 

3 Zone Approach  

B e g i n n i n g  Z o n e :        
Practicing Tips, Theory and 
Ear Training, Tone Produc-
tion 

In te rmed ia te  Zone :      
Accompaniment, Pedaling, 
Competitions 

Advanced Zone : Musical 
S t y l e s ,  O r n a m e n t s ,       
Improvisation 
 

All taught by world re-
nowned pedagogy experts 
such as:  Jane Bastien, 
Randall Faber, Yohved 
Kaplinsky, John Perry,  
Enrico Elisi (UNLV) and 
Leon Fleisher 

Go to 
www.pianovision.com to 

register 
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MUSICIANSHIP EXAMS 
�

�� Mallie Riecken and I have been working 
very hard all Summer, on the Musicianship 
Exam Syllabus, which will now have many ex-
amples showing you exactly how to    prepare 
your students for the Exams at every level. 

 �We have also been working          inten-
sively with a committee that included Heidi El-
Halta and Lee Rose to revise, edit and update 
the Suggested Piano Repertoire list for each 
level, giving you guidance and sources for mini-
mum requirements. 

�� �As before, the Theory Syllabus               
requirements are mandatory, but the      Reper-
toire suggestions can be used as given or can 
be used to guide you in  assembling the MINI-
MUM requirements for your student's level. 

� �The Technic requirements were revised 
last year and only corrections were made this 
summer. 

�� �As soon as the three parts of the Exam, 
Theory Syllabus, Technic and Repertoire, are 
ready, we are pleased to say that everything will 
be placed on the LVMTA website where can 
print out whatever you need. 

                                                                            
Doris Chase, Chair 
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2007 SILVER STATE COMPETITION 
Saturday, October 13, 2007 

University of Nevada, Las Vegas 
Beam Music Center and Ham Fine Arts Building 

���
�Eligibility:  The Silver State Competition is open to any instrumental or vocal student enrolled in school 

grades 1-12.  
 Online Registration:  Saturday, September 8, 2007 – Saturday, September 15, 2007 

 

 LVMTA  member entry fee: $17.00 per student per category entered 

(i.e. $34.00 for a student entering social solo and classical solo) 

 

 Non-member entry fee:   $34.00 per student per category entered 

(i.e. $68.00 for a student entering social solo and classical solo) 

�

 One check per teacher  
made payable to NMTA  

�

� MAIL  ENTRY FEES (PAYABLE  TO NMTA) AND  VOLUNTEER  PREFERENCES TO CHAIRMAN  � �

�Carolyn V. Grossmann 

1868 Stablegate Ave 

Henderson, NV, 89012 

Postmark deadline for fees   Monday, September 17, 2007 

 

 Save the Date!   

First Place Winners Recitals  

 

Saturday, October 20, 2007 

10:00AM – 3:30PM 
 

Family Music Center West 
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1 ������"�����  fundraiser for the Nevada Music Teachers Association’s State Convention. The proceeds shall be used for edu-
cational workshops and clinicians at the convention, benefiting teachers, students, and parents. 

2 To provide a local competition that is open to LVMTA member and non-member teachers and their students.  

3 To provide an opportunity for students to perform in front of an audience and first place winners, to perform in a local 2007 
Silver State Competition Winners Recital. 

�&���#�/!� ��3#!�"�

1 ���������"�����6  personal involvement and musical perception 

2 Performance excellence – technique, continuity, and stylistic character  

3 Stage presence – performance etiquette and solid memory 

����3�.��7?�

1 �-����������������  open to any instrumental or vocal student enrolled in school grades 1-12. 

2 First place winners must enter another category the following year. 

3  Students who audition for MTNA track competitions during the current school year may NOT enter any solo category. 

4  All previous year winners of the NMTA Gold or Silver Medal, Bolognini, and MTNA track competitions may NOT enter 
the solo classical category. 

� !7�3#���" �

1 ����������-������  grouped into the following divisions and observe the stated time limits. Ensembles shall enter the 
division of the oldest student in the ensemble:  

2 Division I:    Grades 1-2     2 minutes  Division IV:      Grades 7-8       5 minutes  

3 Division II:   Grades 3-4    2 minutes      Division V: Grades 9-10      7 minutes           

4 Division III:  Grades 5-6    3 minutes  Division VI: Grades 11-12    9 minutes  

 Note: Students may perform more than one piece within the time limit. Time limits will be strictly observed. Please 
ensure that the selected repertoire fits comfortably within the appropriate time limits. 

 

CLASSICAL  

Music literature from the following periods of music: Baroque, Classical, Romantic and Contemporary. 

��?������ � � 
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SOCIAL �
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DIGITAL KEYBOARD  

1 A soloist uses a computerized accompaniment to demonstrate his/her ability to arrange. A commercial accompa-
niment disk is NOT permitted.  

2 �A) Ensemble               B) Original Accompaniment 

ORIGINAL COMPOSITIONS  

Student compositions, performed following guidelines and rules. A notated music score must be provided for the 
judge. All solo original compositions must be performed memorized.  

A) Solo                              B) Ensemble   
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#�
������	�'��������� Saturday, September 8 – Saturday, September 15, 2007. 

Students may play in more than one category. A separate registration must be submitted for each category entered.    For a chamber 
ensemble, a separate registration is required for each performer. 

 

�6/7!����(�������)����  �$17.00 per student per category entered . 

�������(�� �����0�)�� � $34.00 per student per category entered .  

Teachers submit one check for all student entries made payable to NMTA. 

Postmarked by Monday, September 17, 2007, mail entry fees to chairman: Carolyn V. Grossmann, 1868 Stablegate   Ave, Henderson, 
NV, 89012. 

LVMTA member status shall be determined by the September 1, 2007 report from the national office. 

 !9!�="  

Participant certificates will be presented to all performers. 

First Place, Second Place and Honorable Mention shall be awarded in each category. A First Place must be given  in order to award a 
Second Place. A Second Place must be given in order to award an Honorable Mention.  

Awards may be ribbons and/or special certificates.  

Each association may have other prizes donated for the winners, such as concert tickets, books, etc. These prizes are not billable to the 
state treasurer. 

First place winners will be presented in a local Silver State Competition Winners Recital.  

�!==�7�#�!���>��" �

A��"0������/�-�������@  or rap will NOT be accepted. 

All solo music must be memorized. 

No recorded accompaniments are permitted, except in Digital Keyboard (see Category 3) 

All teachers and coordinators from multiple studios and/or multiple instruments shall be recognized. 

 Teachers may not accompany or assist their own students in school grades 9-12. 

Participating teachers will be asked to assist on festival day in the positions of room registrar, room monitor, timer, hospitality team 
member, or set-up/tear-down team member. A student must have studied with the participating teacher for at least three months prior to 
the competition. The chairman may approve exceptions. 

�,>=3�@,>=3��3� ��7���! �

�+�  judge will evaluate each�7*FO�B7*FO;+O�#�;���;��

�+�  judge will evaluate each category. He or she must be qualified to evaluate the particular instrument. The judge is to be 
obtained from the community, and a non-MTNA member is preferred. 

The judge shall make evaluations considering the stated performance goals, which include the characteristics of the cate-
gory’s instrument, musical interpretation, and individual presentation.  The level of advancement or the difficulty of the 
music should not influence the judge’s decision.  

The judge WILL VIEW MUSIC of each piece performed, but will NOT write commentary. The decision of the 
judge is final . If a parent confronts a judge(s), their child will not be permitted to participate in the following year’s Silver 
State Competition. Entrance in the subsequent year requires approval of the State Silver State Coordinator. Additionally, if 
a teacher confronts a judge(s), none of his/her students will be allowed to participate in following year’s Silver State Com-
petition. Entrance in the subsequent year requires approval of the State Silver State Coordinator. �
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2007 SILVER STATE COMPETITION 
Teacher Instructions 
Saturday, October 13, 2007, UNLV 

 Chairman: Carolyn V. Grossmann  702-270-8168           cvgrossmann@gmail.com 

Co-Chairman: Jie Bu    702-328-9889              musicnarts@yahoo.com 

Strings Chairman: Mary Straub   702-645-4772    mstraub@aol.com 

 

 Steps to Ensure a Successful 2007 Silver State Com petition! 
 

 1. Online registration*   Saturday, September 8, 2007 – Saturday, September 15, 2007 

 

  Students may play in more than one category. A separate registration must be submitted for each category entered. 
For ensembles, a separate registration is required for each member of the ensemble. 

  Remember: Each ensemble will enter the division of the oldest student in the ensemble. Please delineate the 
teacher of each student in the ensemble. If two pianos are needed, please indicate clearly as Duo or 2-piano. 

 

 *Helpful Hint: Gather teacher, student and music information prior to online registration.  
 

 Student name      Teacher name    

Student division/grade     Teacher e-mail     

Name of piece(s)      Teacher address 

Movement(s) of piece(s), if applicable    Teacher phone number 

Name of Composer(s)                Date student began lessons with current teacher 

CATEGORY (I.E. SOCIAL SOLO OR CLASSICAL SOLO)  NAMES OF ENSEMBLE MEMBERS AND TEACHERS 
Time Limit        

  

2. Entry fees** 

 LVMTA member entry fee  $17.00 per student per category entered 

(i.e. $34.00 for a student entering social solo and classical solo) 

 Non-member entry fee  $34.00 per student per category entered  

(I.E. $68.00 FOR A STUDENT ENTERING SOCIAL  SOLO  AND  CLASSICAL  SOLO) 

 LVMTA memberships will be determined by the September 1, 2007 national office report. If LVMTA membership for a par-
ticipating teacher has not been confirmed by September 1, 2007, students of the teacher will pay the non-member fee of 
$30.00 per student per category entered. 

 **Helpful Hint: Gather entry fees from parents in advance of registration. 
 

 3. One check payable to NMTA .  Each teacher writes one check totaling the combined fees of all 
his/her student entries. New this year! Checks must be made payable to Nevad a Music Teachers 
Association (NMTA). 

 

  4. Volunteer to help  Participating teachers are required to help before, during or after competition day. Please include a 
note with mailed fees indicating volunteer preferences. Volunteer roles include the following: room registrar, room monitor, 
timer, hospitality team member, or set-up/tear-down team member. Carolyn looks forward to hearing from every teacher! 

  



2007 SILVER STATE COMPETITION 
Teacher Instructions 
Saturday, October 13, 2007, UNLV 

 

 

5. MAIL  ENTRY FEES (PAYABLE  TO NMTA) AND  VOLUNTEER  PREFERENCES TO CHAIRMAN    

Carolyn V. Grossmann     

1868 Stablegate Ave 

Henderson, NV, 89012 

 

6. Postmark deadline for fees Monday, September 17, 2007 

 

Entry fees must be received by September 21, 2007. Registrations for students with unpaid fees will be cancelled. Due 
to the number of contestants, no fee refunds will be permitted after September 21, 2007.   

 

 7. Performance The University of Nevada, Las Vegas, will host the 2007 Silver State competition. LVMTA will 
use rooms in Beam Music Center and Ham Fine Arts Building. The performance schedule will be available online by 
September 30, 2007. Students will perform in a formal recital format, p resenting their music to an audience of 
family, friends and peers. All students and audienc e members must arrive prior the commencement of the  re-
cital and remain in the room for the duration of th e recital.  * This is a different format from last year.  Students must 
bring original music.  Photocopies are NOT acceptable. 

 

 8. Judges***  One qualified adjudicator will judge each recital. Judges will not write a critique of each performance. 
The decision of the judge is final. 

 

 ***Helpful Hint: Carefully read the Judge/Judging Criteria section of the Guidelines and Rules. 

 

 9. Guidelines and Rules  Please read 2007 Silver State Competition Guidelines and Rules, and follow 
them carefully. 

 

 10. Repertoire List   The previous winners repertoire list is an aid to assist teachers in choosing ap-
propriate music. 

 

 11. Questions  Please e-mail your questions, concerns, and helpful suggestions to the chair-
man, Carolyn V. Grossmann. E-mail: cvgrossmann@gmail.com 

 

 12. Save the Date!    First Place Winners Recitals  
Saturday, October 20, 2007 

10:00AM – 3:30PM 

Family  Music Center West 
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This year's WPPC is dedicated to one of the giants of classical music:  
Leon Fleisher �

We will celebrate with Leon Fleisher as he is graciously approaching his 80th birthday several months after 
the conference.  Leon Fleisher agreed to not only be present in Las Vegas, but also actively share his mu-
sical knowledge and love for music and musicians with all of us in a number of formats and venues. �
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Come and take advantage of the  

AMAZING FACULTY  
at this conference.   

Jane Bastien, developer of the Bastien Piano Method 

Hans Boepple, Chair of Santa Clara University Music Department 

Enrico Elisi, UNLV Music Department and world wide soloist 

Randall Faber, Composer and Clinician of the Faber Piano Method 

Leon Fleisher, first living pianist in the American Classical Hall of Fame 

Yoheved Kaplinsky, Chair of the Piano Department, The Julliard School 

John Perry, Chair of the Piano Department at USC School of 
Music, performs Beethoven Sonatas Opus 109, 110 and 111 



Fantastic student pianists from all around the globe will be    
coming to attend, participate in and learn from the World Piano 
Pedagogy Conference.  These are college and some high school 
students who have saved their last dime in order to fly to Las  
Vegas for a wonderful 4 day education.  To  reduce the cost of 
their expenses the conference offers them a discount on their 
ticket for  working either behind the desk or elsewhere in the  
conference.   In order to further diminish their costs we would like 
to provide as many of them with host homes as possible.   

That is where you come in!   
Do you have a fabulous guest room?  Do you have empty nest 
syndrome?  Can you imagine the music drifting through your 
house as these students practice? 

Please consider donating your home for FOUR DAYS to one or 
more of these students.   It will change their life and yours  

FOREVER! 

 

For further information or to volunteer your home,  

please contact Hanah Waterman Shields 

338-8643 

trvltcher@hotmail.com 
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Rick Elliott  
 

 

 

 

performs  

on the   

VonBeckerath Organ  

Doc Rando Hall at UNLV 

Monday, September 17 

8:00 p.m. 
  

August 22-25  
Tickets $10.00 

Spring Mtn. 
Ranch 

Gates open at 
6:00 (sometimes 

earlier) 

Show starts at 
8:00 

Bring your own picnic 
or  

purchase food at the 
park. 

Bring a lounge chair 
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Are you performing? 

 

Do you know about a community concert 
opportunity? 

 

Please email the information to Hanah 
Shields at trvltcher@hotmail.com before 
the next newsletter deadline. 
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